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Finding the Main Idea

Write the main idea of the paragraph in the large oval below. Write the 
supporting ideas in the small ovals. 

L. Frank Baum wrote The Wonderful Wizard of OzThe Wonderful Wizard of Oz in 1900. The story tells of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in 1900. The story tells of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
Dorothy, a girl from Kansas, who gets taken by a tornado to Oz, a magical land. In 
this passage, Dorothy wants to return home to Kansas, so she has gone to the Emer-
ald City to ask the Wizard of Oz for help. 

11. The Wonderful City of Oz

Even with eyes protected by the green spectacles, Dorothy and her friends 
were at fi rst dazzled by the brilliancy of the wonderful City. The streets were 
lined with beautiful houses all built of green marble and studded everywhere 

with sparkling emeralds. They walked over a pavement of the same green marble, 
and where the blocks were joined together were rows of emeralds, set closely, and 
glittering in the brightness of the sun. The window panes were of green glass; even 
the sky above the City had a green tint, and the rays of the sun were green. 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
 by L. Frank Baum

Name:  ___________________________________
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
 by L. Frank Baum

The window panes 
were green glass and 
shone in the sunlight.

Actual wording and supporting ideas will vary. Example of correct answers:

The houses were 
green marble covered 
in sparking emeralds.

The Emerald City was
a beautiful city

all in green.

The pavement
was made of 

green marble.
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