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READING MANIPULATIVES PRODUCT: Syllable Sorts

Students consider all syllabication rules

P/R/S ve/cv ve/v Vicy as they break down two-syllable words.

Students sort 36 words in each set by 4 basic
nonsense dentist study rumor rules, applying them in order. This material

provides abundant practice, thereby allowing

students to see patterns and decode rapidly.

fiercely sentence river focus
Once students have worked through the 12 sets,
o : : they are ready to apply steps to longer words.
el LRl e Vel Improving syllabication consciousness is a
STEP 1: STEP 2: STEPS 3 & 4: valuable spelling aid.
Divide off affixes. Divide between If one consonant is between vowels, divide after
consonants. long vowel or after consonant if vowel is short. Syllable Sorts 310 $30

TEACHING STRATEGIES: Assure that students have prerequisite phonics skills

Students who need to use syllabication to decode words must be taught syllabication rules holistically.
When they apply basic rules in steps, they begin to recognize patterns and break down unknown words.
Initially, the rules are applied to two-syllable rules. Once students learn the patterns, the same rules are
used to break down longer words.

Even those students who read words with ease in context generally improve spelling accuracy if they
become more cognizant of word structure and syllabication patterns.
Students should possess certain prerequisite skills and concepts before being taught the syllabication
rules. Frequently, it is necessary to review short and long vowels, as well as prefixes/root words/suffixes,
before proceeding with syllabication. You will see why as you review the following foundation concepts.

e Each syllable must contain a sounded vowel. It can be a single vowel sound (i*de®a) or used with
one or more consonant sounds (beegin).

* There are two kinds of syllables: open and closed. A closed syllable ends with a consonant and the
vowel is usually short (or a schwa). An open syllable ends with a vowel that is generally long
(cloever, eevent). The vowel may be a y pronounced as /e/ (funeny) or occasionally /i/ (myeself).

* Since the first rule deals with dividing between root words and affixes, students must be familiar
with prefixes, suffixes, and root words.

* Digraphs, or two consonants that make a single sound (ch, sh, th, wh, ng, nk, ng, ck, ...), cannot be
divided (buckele, notheing, casheier, busheel, furether).

* In some cases, blends are not divided (seecret, miegrate, zeebra). Do not preteach since students
discover this when identifying open vs. closed syllables.
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MAKING MATERIALS: Syllable Sorts

Line off cover-weight sheets of paper (8.5 x 11 inches) into 10 horizontal strips (1.17).

Draw vertical lines at 4.25” (center), 2.125” (center left column), and 6.375” (center right column).
Use the accompanying syllabication resource list. Write the 4 rules at the tops of the columns
Write 9 words for each rule below it.

Sets must be coded in some way. This can be done with codes or color.

Laminate cards. Cut apart and place pieces in zipper bags or other storage devices.

N R =

Create a checklist to track the completed sets.

SYLLABICATION RULES — APPLY IN ORDER

P/R/S — Check the word for prefixes and suffixes. The first step is to divide between them and the root word. If necessary,
affixes need to be reviewed with the students (farmeer, readeing, misetake).

VC/CV — Check for multiple consonants together between vowels. Divide between the consonants (canedy, hapepy, elebow).

If a word has one consonant between vowels, decide whether the first vowel is long or short.
V/CV — If the vowel is long, divide after the vowel leaving an open syllable (faevor, seaeson, stuepid).
VC/V — Otherwise, divide after the consonant leaving a closed syllable (honeey, plureal, drageon).

Students consider all of the rules as they sort the words. By the time they have completed several of the Syllable Sorts, they
begin to see the patterns. Soon they have the strategies they need to break down unknown multisyllabic words.

SYLLABLE SORTS SYLLABICATION — LONGER WORDS
Draw lines. Write the syllabication rules at the top of The same rules are applied to divide words of 3 or more
each column. Then write 9 words that follow each rule syllables (RM product 320). In the sample below,
below it (RM product 310). division lines have been inserted.
Divide into syllables. Apply rules in order.
P/R/S Vc/CV V/CV VC/V
Prefix/ Root / Suffix ve/cy VeV vicy
1. Remove affixes. 2. Look for multiple Closed syllable (short /schwa) Open syllable (long /schwa)
asking allow clover camel e v 3. Determine whether syllable is open or closed.
beside center cager closet in| dus|try pa]tri| ot]ic ex|pla] na|tion
com|pu]ter ab|sorb|ing com|mun|i| cate
brighter clumsy haven finish
cul|ti| vat| ed gra|cious|ly ac|ci| den] tal
lovely grammar ladle honey dis| ap| pear|ance sup|ple| ment ap|pro| pri| ate
prepaid hello major modern un|con|di|tion|al  con|struc]|tion triv] i] al
gen]er|a|tion ben|e]fi| cial hy|dro| gen
restless humble photo robin
sup|er]|vi| sor cel|e|bra|tion  trans|por|ta]tion
sliding signal rumor shovel . i X
con|ser|va|tion un|sus|pect|ing ad|ver|tise| ment
tallest silly season vision es|tab|lish ac| cept| a| ble per|son]all|i| ty
re| place| ment stim| u] la] tion de| mol|ish
unkind suggest tiny widow
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RESOURCGE LIST: Two-syllable words

P/R/S VC/CV VC/V V/CV
Identify and remove affixes Divide between consonants First syllable closed (short) First syllable open (long)
acteor loudeer afeter helslo ateom moneey bashy mostor
arteist luckey apeple helemet bodey nickeel bascon muesic
askeing misespell arerow hurery botheer noveel basgel nastion
basheful misetake athelete kiteten buckeet olvive bassic nostion
besside mornsing ballloon ladeder cabein pansic beegin o*bey
bigeger noisey baseket leteter cameel pedeal beshind ordor
blindeness nonesense berery letetuce chapeel peteal casble o*pen
boldely packeage bliseter lobester chiseel pitey ce«dar osval
bookelet painsless botstle lumeber Citey piveot ce'ment pasper
bossey partely buneny matetress civeil planeet cliemate phosto
breatheless paysment buteter monekey cleveer preseent closver pislot
bumpey peaceeful buteton monester clinsic profeit co*coa poeny
careeful planteed cabebage napekin closeet propeer cras«dle prestend
climbeing playeful canedle ofefice coleumn puneish descay prisvate
closeest presview canedy patetern comeet quiveer de'mand puepil
cloudeless quickely carerot penecil copy radeish desstroy rasdar
comeing rainey catetle peneny credeit rapeid disgest raszor
counteless realely chanenel picenic criteic rebeel doenate reasson
creamey resfill cirecle piceture devsil relsic doenor rescess
crysing respay cofefee pisetol digeit relish dusty resgard
darkeness resteful comemon plasetic drageon rigeid easger ressist
deareest sadey comepete plensty fineish riveer eassel risval
deepeer saltyy constest probslem foreest robein esqual roshot
disecover sleepey constract pupepy frageile salvad esven rostate
dreameing sloweest coteton pumpekin graveel saveage ewil rusmor
dropeper smalleer counecil pureple habeit scholear fesver see«cret
drowneing softely curerent rabebit honeey seveen fienal sislent
endeless s0gegy cusetom ribebon honeor shersiff flasvor sieren
exeport stopeping denstist scisesors imeage shiveer foscus sos«da
farmeer subeway dizezy senstence lemeon shoveel glosbal so*lo
fearoful sweeteer elebow sigenal leveel shriveel groecer spieder
forescast talleest ensjoy Silely liley studsy heero stuepid
foolsish thankeful fanecy siseter limeit timeid hostel sueper
friendely thinkeing fifiteen socecer lineen topeic hoely tasble
furery thirstey filster subsject lizeard trageic huemor tiedy
graceeful thoughtsful foldlow sumemer logeic traveel iedle tieger
handey throweing forebid tareget mageic tropeic istem tostal
hardeen tracteor foreget thuneder maneage vensom lashel tuena
hilley treatement franstic turekey med-eal vigeor laedy usnite
hoteter unefair funeny whiseper meneu viseit leegal vascant
imeprove vastely gentle winedow meteal viveid loecate vaspor
itchey wanteed gosesip wineter mimeic voleume masjor vierus
joysous warmeest hamester wisedom minsute wageon mienus wasger
lovesly windey hapepen woneder modeern wideow moement Zee'ro
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